the Rh«v-u      'IM arabma Vaivarta«the Markandeya, toe Bhavisfaya and the Vamana Puranas which extol
tito-ffi^ ^ CiaSSified 8S Rajasa' The remainin« 8i*' S f' 6 LlD8a'the Skanda>the Agw « the Vayu, Matsya and the Kurtna Puranas which expound glory of Siva are called Tamasa.
«-*fcA1V-tfcc   Puranas are ascribed  to the  common authorship  of Vyasa and are introduced as having been narrated by Ugrasravas. the son of Lomaharshana tnesuta.  to  the sages assembled in Naimisaranya. ftoe Vishnu   Purana contains a statement that Vyasa wrote  the work called Purana Samhita, which was later elaborated into eighteen different Puranas by his disciples.    Other Puranas  also refer to the fact that there was   only one Purana in the beginning out of which  the  others grew.     These factors explain the significance of the common authorship of the Puranas. The Puranas, as we have them, deal with varied topics.    The history of the universe with its creation and deluge,   the geographical divisions of the world the geneologies of kings and the sages and the stories of   the  incarnations and exploits of one among the Trinity  of Gods are the chief contents  of all the Puranas.    Inmost cases there are long chapters of a didactic nature, setting forth  the rules of caste, the greatness of charity and similar topics. There is also
IS"ldeal °/ ^ian matter'like mlo&*about
gttfct places of pilgrnmge. of fasts aad feast*, nteta»